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ACCESSING SCIENTIFIC PUBLICATIONS
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PREPRINTS

 Preprints are preliminary versions, or manuscript 

versions, of scholarly works – especially journal articles 

– that are made available to the (professional) public. 

As a rule, they are non-peer-reviewed versions whose 

public release primarily serves to expedite the sharing 

of research findings. Preprints are made freely available 

to the public on preprint servers, thereby also making 

an important contribution to green open access.

https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints 
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Preprint servers : 

arXiv, 

bioRxiv (biology), 

SocArXiv (social sciences), 

EarthArXiv (geosciences), 

medRxiv (medicine), 

ChemRxiv (chemistry). 

Generic open access 

repositories : 

Zenodo, 

HAL

https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints
https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints
https://open-access.network/en/information/publishing/preprints
https://arxiv.org/
https://www.biorxiv.org/
https://open-access.network/en/information/subject-specific-open-access/biology
https://socopen.org/welcome/
https://open-access.network/en/information/subject-specific-open-access/sociology
https://eartharxiv.org/
https://open-access.network/en/information/subject-specific-open-access/geosciences
https://www.medrxiv.org/
https://open-access.network/en/information/subject-specific-open-access/life-sciences
https://chemrxiv.org/
https://open-access.network/en/information/subject-specific-open-access/chemistry
https://zenodo.org/
https://hal.science/


REFERENCING PREPRINTS IN A JOURNAL ARTICLE

 Mark preprints clearly. (Check the 

author instructions regarding 

referencing)

 When a preprint has become 

available as a peer-reviewed 

publication : use the formal 

publication as a reference.
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A WIND OF CHANGE…
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AN ALTERNATIVE TO PROPRIETARY DATABASES ?
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https://openalex.org/ 

https://openalex.org/
https://openalex.org/
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https://barcelona-declaration.org/ 

https://barcelona-declaration.org/
https://barcelona-declaration.org/
https://barcelona-declaration.org/


AI TOOLS FOR LITERATURE SEARCH

When using these tools for research, keep in mind the following: 

 Each AI tool has a different knowledge base and the contents of these knowledge bases are generally not 

disclosed.

 In addition, AI tool providers often do not disclose if they derive their content from fee-based, subject-specific 

databases. Therefore, if you use AI tools for a literature search, we recommend that you also use library 

databases.

 Many AI tools do not include French-language sources. Therefore, French-language research content is not well 

represented in most AI tools.

 The sources are not vetted. Therefore, you should check these sources for accuracy and determine if they are 

appropriate for use as citable content.

 Many AI tool providers limit the functionality of their free AI applications. In order to gain access to their AI tools 

with full functionality, these providers generally require you to purchase credits or a subscription.

 The data privacy policies of most AI tool providers are generally not transparent. In addition, AI tool providers may 

not abide by EU data privacy policies as their servers are often outside of the EU.
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LITERATURE REVIEW WITH AI
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https://www.wiley.com/en-fr/publish/article/ai-guidelines/#litreview 
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