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Timeline of inventions

BCE = Before common era

Musical Instrument (43,000 years BCE) Neanderthal Flute carved from a bear femur
Animation (21,000 BCE) (Cave paintings made so that a flickering oil light would create the

illusion of motion)
Ice-Making Refrigerator 4th century BCE (Yakhchals in the Persian desert)

Steam Engine 1st century AD (Heron of Alexandria’s aeolipile; 1765 James Watt)
Vending Machine 1st century AD (water dispenser with a coin; Heron of Alexandria)

Rap Battles 900 AD (Vikings)
Eyeglasses 1290

Printing Press 1455 (Johannes Gutenberg)
Ornithopter 1489 (Leonardo Da Vinci)

Contact Lenses (idea) 1508 Leonardo Da Vinci
Wristwatches 1571 (Queen Elizabeth I got one in 1571)

Submarine 1620
Horseless Carriage 1769 (Fardier à Vapeur)

Vaccines 1797 (smallpox vaccine)
Computer 1820s (English Mathematician Charles Babbage, mechanical, The Babbage Difference

Engine)
Lighter 1823
Matches 1826

Electric Car 1832
Aquarium 1832 (Jeanne Villepreux-Power)

Bicycle 1840 (Kirkpatrick Macmillan)
Contact Lenses (invention) 1888

Nintendo Company 1889 (playing cards)
Model T car by Henry Ford 1908

Television 1923 (John Logie Baird)
Traffic Light 1923 (Garrett Morgan)

Self-driving Car 1939
Wi-Fi 1941 (Hedy Lamarr)

Long-Playing (LP) Record 1948 (Peter Goldmark)
E-Cigarettes 1967

World Wide Web 1993 (Tim Berners-Lee)


