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Now, fast forward to some years later, I wrote a novel about a man who, among other things, beats
his wife and whose story doesn't end very well. While I was promoting the novel in Nigeria, a
journalist, a nice, well meaning man, told me he wanted to advise me. And for the Nigerians here,
I'm sure we're all familiar with how quick our people are to give unsolicited advice. He told me that
people were saying that my novel was feminist, and his advice to me, and he was shaking his head
sadly as he spoke, was that I should never call myself a feminist because feminists are women who
are unhappy because they cannot find husbands. So, I decided to call myself a happy feminist.

Then, an academic, a Nigerian woman, told me that feminism was not our culture, that feminism
was unafrican, and that I was calling myself a feminist because I had been corrupted by western
books, which amused me because a lot of my early reading was decidedly unfeminist. I think I must
have read every single Mills & Boon romance published before I was 16. And each time I try to
read those books called the feminist classics, I get bored and I really struggle to finish them. But
anyway, since feminism was unafrican, I decided I would now call myself a happy African feminist.
At some point, I was a happy African feminist who does not hate men and who likes lip gloss and
who wears high heels for herself but not for men.
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